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Power mark FearsNo Startup, Opens Technology Shop
Luggage, Other Accessoriesfor Girls Highlights Surf City ASR; El Pollo Loco Debuts
New Spots

By Jennifer Bellantonio

Orange County Business Journal Staff

After the dot-com bust, going after startup technology companieswas|ow on thelist for
advertising shops.

Thosedayscertainly areover.

San Juan Capistrano-based The Pow-ermark Group recently opened itsdoorsand is

targeting the technol ogy crowd, particularly startup and more established software
makers.

President Colleen Edwards said sheisn’t worried about therisk.

“Thereisaways somerisk in working with startups, but we' ve calculated it,” Edwards
said. “We're balancing our running game (established tech companies) with our passing
game (startups).”

Edwards said she’ sbeen part of the Orange County marketing technol ogy |andscape for
more than a decade, and has“ seen first-hand the continuing demand for good, business-
minded marketing expertise.”

“1 knew we could build a profitable business pretty quickly by delivering well on that
demand,” shesaid.

Edwards hasworked for severa local software makers.

She was vice president of marketing for Mission Vigjo's Foundstone and Newport
Beach’'sIPNet Solutions. Both eventually were bought: Santa Clara-based McAfeelnc.
bought Foundstone and Alpharetta, Ga.-based Inovis Inc. bought | PNet.

Powermark started out with 10 workers and plansto grow.

“Early market reaction has been very favorable—everyone we' ve met with from large
and small corporationsto venture capitalists, has validated the need and our model,”
Edwards said. “Y oung software companies, who oftendon’t have the budget to hirea
marketing executive or team, can get off the ground more quickly.”



And she said that more established companies* are often resource constrained” and need
“freshideas’ with projectsand services.

Powermark’ s servicesinclude strategic planning, advertising, branding, tradeshow events
and public and analyst relations.

It will maintain alow overhead to keep prices down, Edwards said.

The shop landed Costa M esa-based FileNet Corp. initsfirst 60 days. It al'so hassigned up
TradePortal SecuritiesInc., afinancia servicescompany inlrvine, Edwards said.
Powermark hasitshat in six other proposals and isawaiting word.



